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leaving to his generals the task of getting the rest of his army together and coming to join him. This daring attempt might; have caused the loss of his army, for Lisbon contained a garrison of 12,000 to 15,000 men, and an English fleet was stationed at the mouth of the Tagus. Less than this would have been enough to repulse Junot and his 4,000 men ; but so great was the magical effect produced by Napoleon's victories, that the Portuguese Government, acceding to all the Emperor's demands, hastened to declare war against England in the hope of staying Junot's march, but the advanced guard of the French general proceeded onwards and threw the capital into utter confusion. The Regent, not knowing at first what steps to take, ended by deciding to transfer the seat of government to Brazil. The insane Queen, the Regent, the Eoyal Family, the nobles, nine or ten thousand persons in all, embarking on board a great fleet, and taking immense treasure with them, sailed for Brazil on November 28.
On the same day Junot attacked Santarern, but his small •column having had to cross the plain of Golegan through two feet of water, so large a number of the troops were seized with fever that on the morrow not more than 1,500 men were fit to go on. Junot continued his march none the less with this weak force, and boldly made his entry into Lisbon. I must do Junot the justice to admit that, when he had once got his troops together, he provided sedulously for their needs, so that in the course of December he had an effective army of 23,000 men in fairly good condition. Finding the Portuguese troops an embarrassment, Junot gave leave to the native soldiers who wished to remain at homeland formed the others into a division, which he sent to France. It did good service, -and went on the Russian campaign.
[At this point we must give a glance at the state of affairs in Spain. For more than ten years past the country had practically been governed by Manuel Godoy, an adventurer, who, having come to Madrid as a soldier of the body-guard, had brought himself into notice by his guitar-playing. In this way he became known to the Queen, a woman of capacity ambition, to whom Charles IV., a nonentity, entrusted